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the religious system of the Scriptures, and that of
the bulk of nominal Christians, than the proof which
is afforded by the subject now in question.     The
existence and agency of the Evil Spirit, though so
distinctly and repeatedly affirmed in Scripture, are
almost universally exploded in a country which pro-
fesses to admit the authority of the sacred volume.
Some other doctrines of revelation, the force and
meaning of which are commonly in a great degree
explained away, are yet conceded in general terms.
But this seems almost on the point of being uni-
versally abandoned, as a post no longer tenable.    It
is regarded as an evanescent  prejudice   which it
would now be a discredit to any man  of under-
standing to believe.    Like ghosts and witches and
other phantoms which haunted the night of super-
stition, it cannot in these more enlightened times
stand the test of our severer scrutiny. To be suffered
to pass away quietly, is as much as it can hope for;
and it might rather expect to be laughed off the
stage as a just object of contempt and derision.
But although the Scripture doctrine concerning
the Evil Spirit is thus generally exploded, yet were
we to consider the matter seriously and fairly, we
should probably find ground for believing that there
is no better reason for its being abandoned, than
that many absurd stories, concerning spirits and ap-
paritions, have been commonly propagated amongst
weak and credulous people; and that the Evil Spirit
not being the object of our bodily eyes, it would
argue the same weakness to give credit to the doc-
trine of its existence and agency. But to be con-
sistent with ourselves, we might almost as well, on
the same principle, deny the reality of all other
incorporeal beings. What is there, in truth, in the
doctrine, which is in itself improbable, or which is
not confirmed by analogy! We see, in fact, that

